Lemierre's syndrome with septic shock caused by Fusobacterium necrophorum.
Fusobacterium necrophorum infections are rare. We report a 15-year-old male who presented with tachycardia, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea and ankle pain. He rapidly deteriorated requiring ventilation and vasopressors. Imaging of his thorax showed airspace consolidation, pulmonary cavitations and empyema. The ankle required drainage of purulent material. A thrombus in his internal jugular vein (Lemierre's syndrome) and an abscess in his obturator internus were subsequently found. Fusobacterium necrophorum was identified in blood culture on day nine. The patient recovered with antibiotics and surgical interventions for empyema and septic arthritis. Fusobacterium necrophorum should be a suspected pathogen in septic shock complicated by metastatic abscess formation.